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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1a 1160 19.4 5.6 30 64.6 62.7
A1b 1153 8.2 3.5 15 54.7 62.3
A2a 596 19.5 6.1 30 65 32.2
A2b 594 9.6 3 15 63.9 32.1
A3a 338 18 7 30 59.9 18.3
A3b 337 8.8 3.4 15 58.5 18.2
A4a 682 19.2 6.9 30 64 36.8
A4b 684 8.5 3.2 15 56.6 37
B1a 115 18.7 5.4 30 62.4 6.2
B1b 115 9.2 2.7 15 61.6 6.2
B2a 291 19.2 5.1 30 64.2 15.7
B2b 291 9 2.8 15 60.2 15.7
B3a 270 18.6 6.4 30 61.9 14.6
B3b 270 9 2.8 15 60 14.6
B4a 183 16.8 7.7 30 56.1 9.9
B4b 183 9.3 2.9 15 62 9.9
C1a 12 21.8 4.2 30 72.8 0.7
C1b 12 10.8 2.1 15 72.2 0.7
C2a 15 18.6 7.3 30 62 0.8
C2b 15 10.3 3.3 15 68.9 0.8
C3a 11 21.9 3.6 30 73 0.6
C3b 11 8.6 3.4 15 57.6 0.6
C4a 4 17.3 12.6 30 57.5 0.2
C4b 4 8.5 3.5 15 56.7 0.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Good introduction - setting the Four Sights in context.



Sticky Note

The answer explains clearly how the four sights influenced the later teaching of the Buddha. It avoids the tendency in some answers to be no more than a narrative of the story.







Sticky Note

Detailed knowledge and explanation of the enlightenment and its influence on the Buddha and Buddhism.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded L6 - it is focused on the question and shows very good knowledge and understanding of the four sights and the enlightenment. The importance of both events could be discussed in yet greater detail to attain the highest level.







Sticky Note

The answer needs to focus on the Buddha's life experiences and how they influenced his view.







Sticky Note

The answer is awarded L4 - some relevant arguments are presented but are not developed fully enough to attain the higher levels. The answer also needs to be more focused on the question set.












24 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Q.2 (a) Examine the role of the Three Jewels in the life of Buddhists. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some of all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 


 Buddha - Buddhists use his life as an example of the way to enlightenment; 
events in his life inspire Buddhists in their efforts to gain enlightenment; he is 
used as a focus of puja and meditation; used as an important refuge by 
Buddhists. 


 Dhamma - Buddhists use the teaching as a guide on the way to 
enlightenment; use of the Dharma to give a direction to a Buddhist's life; 
gives Buddhist's important principles and ethics to practice in everyday 
life; used as an important refuge by Buddhists. 


 Sangha - interprets the Dharma and gives Buddhists guidance on a range 
of issues; gives Buddhists guidance on practices such as meditation and 
puja; gives Buddhists the opportunity to socialise with other Buddhists; 
promotes Buddhist culture and education; gives lay Buddhists the 
opportunity to gain punya; is an important practical refuge for Buddhists. 


 
 (b) ‘The Dhamma is the most important of the Three Jewels.’ 
  Assess this view. [AO2 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  For 


 It is Dhamma which is important today. 


 Dhamma is true irrespective of Buddha’s existence; 


 Dhamma is not set in a specific period; 


 Without the Dhamma there would be no relevance to the Buddha or 
Sangha. 


 
Against 


 No one jewel more important than others; all are interdependent; 


 Without the Buddha there would be no Dhamma or Sangha; 


 Buddha is an inspiration to Buddhists - they can relate to him. 


 He sets an example to follow. 


 Without the Buddha there would be no focal point to the religion. 


 Without the Sangha there would be no Dhamma. 


 Without the Sangha the Buddha’s story and his teaching might have been 
lost; 


 There would be no modern interpretation of his teaching; 


 Lay-Buddhists would not have their help and guidance towards 
enlightenment; 


 Lay-Buddhists would lose the chance to gain punya. 
 


  








Sticky Note

This is a relevant argument, but needs to be supported by more evidence.







Sticky Note

Good relevant argument followed by evaluation of its strength or weakness.







Sticky Note

This is not really relevant to the question.



Sticky Note

This needs to be explained in greater detail.



Sticky Note

Again this needs to be expanded upon.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded L5 - relevant arguments are presented, but they need to be supported by more detailed evidence to attain the higher levels.







Sticky Note

Specific examples of the precepts and their influence on Buddhist monastic life need to be discussed.



Sticky Note

This is too general to be relevant to the question as all Buddhists follow the Noble Eightfold Path.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded L3 - it is an outline answer, superficial and general in nature which does not focus on the question. The answer needed to focus on the features of Buddhist monastic life and therefore the features of the sangha should be central e.g. the daily routine of Buddhist monks.

































Sticky Note

This could be explained in a little more detail.



Sticky Note

The point made is valid, but needs to be expanded.







Sticky Note

Again a valid point, but they need to be discussed in the context of the sights themselves.



Sticky Note

This is very superficial. The different aspects of the enlightenment e.g. the four watches need to be discussed. 



Sticky Note

The answer is given L4 - it is partly adequate. Valid points are made, but are not developed in enough detail, especially when discussing the enlightenment.







Sticky Note

Valid point referring to an event in the life of the Buddha.



Sticky Note

This is a valid counter argument.







Sticky Note

Again a valid point related to an experience from the Buddha's life which is the focus of the question.



Sticky Note

The answer is given L5 - an adequate answer which has valid arguments for and against the contention. However, to reach the higher levels the arguments need to be supported in more detail.
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Q.4 (a) Explain how meditation and puja are practised in Buddhism. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  Meditation - expect candidates to refer to the centrality of meditation in most 


forms of Buddhism; different types of meditation - samatha - meditation for 
peace of mind; vipassana - deep meditation - both from Therevada tradition; 
zazen - sitting meditation from zen Buddhism - a form of Mahayana 
Buddhism.  Expect candidates to give details how these different forms of 
meditation are practiced. 


 
  Puja - expect candidates to refer to puja not as worship but as a way of 


showing respect.  Features could include - prostration; three times repetition 
of going for refuge in the three jewels; temple and home shrines - Buddha 
statues; symbolism of hand movements; use of incense to symbolise the 
Dharma disseminating to all corners of the world; use of flowers symbolising 
the fragility of life and candles symbolising the overcoming of the darkness of 
ignorance; offering of food on poya days. 


 
  Maximum Level 5 if answer does not cover both meditation and puja. 
 
 (b) Assess the claim that meditation is the most important practice in 


Buddhism. [AO2 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  For  


 Expect candidates to refer to the role of meditation of the quest for 
enlightenment; 


 The Buddha was enlightened through meditation; 


 Its centrality as a practice in most forms of Buddhism; 


 Its role in calming the mind and training it to explore reality as it really is; 


 It faces up to the reality of dukka, anicca and anatta and is therefore a tool 
for enlightenment; 


 It allows people to find the answers to life's problems. 
 
  Against 


 Other practices just as important in Buddhism e.g. puja. 


 Buddhists are encouraged to find their own way to enlightenment which 
may or may not include meditation - the Buddha said be a lamp to 
yourself. 


 Following Buddhist lifestyle can be achieved without meditation; 


 Meditation in some Buddhist traditions is seen as selfish. 
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (AS) 
RS1/2 ER: INTRODUCTION TO EASTERN RELIGIONS 


 
MARK SCHEME - SUMMER 2015 


 
 


SECTION A:  INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM 
 


Q.1 (a) Explain the importance of the four sights and the enlightenment in the 
life of Buddha. [AO1 30] 


 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited. 


 


  Four Sights - The Buddha’s experience of the Four Sights began his spiritual 
quest. 


 


 It is the event that made him question the meaning of life. 


 It is the event which led to his teaching on the three marks of existence. 


 It is the event in reality that leads to the founding of Buddhism. 
 


  [Candidates may explain each of the Four Sights at length rather than treat 
them generically]. 


 


  Enlightenment - Expect candidates to focus in detail on the actual 
enlightenment itself - the different watches of the night and what happened in 
each one. 


 


 The first watch - reaching the four stages of jhana. 


 The second watch - the heavenly eye. 


 The third watch - perfect wisdom. 


 All this leading to full enlightenment. 
 


  Maximum Level 5 if answer does not cover both. 
 


 (b) ‘The Buddha’s experience led him to a very pessimistic view of the 
world.’ 


  Assess this view. [AO2 15] 
 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited. 


 


  For 


 He had a very restrictive upbringing - reflected in the choice of name for 
his son; 


 Three of the four sights can be described as giving a pessimistic view of 
the world - suffering, old age and death; 


 Buddha’s interpretation of these sights can be described as pessimistic - 
dukkha, anicca and anatta. 


 His experience with ascetics can be described as pessimistic. 
 


  Against 


 Many of his experiences made him question life but did not necessarily 
lead him to have A pessimistic view; 


 The Four Sights can be argued to have given him a realistic view of life 
and the fourth sight even gave him an optimistic view - that an answer to 
the true meaning of life could be found; 


 The enlightenment can be described as both realistic and optimistic - 
giving him an understanding of the true nature of life and ways of over 
coming dukkha.   
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2. (a) Examine the role of the Three Jewels in the life of Buddhists. [30]


(b) ‘The Dhamma is the most important of the Three Jewels.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note

This question focuses on the role of the Three Jewels and not on their meaning or significance.







Sticky Note

Valid point, but not developed in any detail.



Sticky Note

This is a valid point, but it needs to be exemplified.



Sticky Note

The answer is given L4 - it is partly adequate, focusing on the question and includes valid and relevant information. However, it is not detailed enough to attain the higher levels.







Sticky Note

It is good practice to evaluate the strength of the arguments presented.



Sticky Note

This argument although valid in part is not developed fully.







Sticky Note

The answer is given L5 - valid arguments are presented, but are not supported in enough detail to attain the higher levels.
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4. (a) Explain how meditation and puja are practised in Buddhism. [30]


(b) Assess the claim that meditation is the most important practice in Buddhism. [15]
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Sticky Note

The candidate needs to explain here what influenced the Buddha's decision, as this is the context in which the four sights can be understood.



Sticky Note

Relevant point made linking the sight with the future teaching of the Buddha.







Sticky Note

Discussion on the four sights is relevant and focuses on the question.  







Sticky Note

The influence of the fourth sight on the Buddha is explained clearly.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded L4. Although the discussion on the Four Sights shows good knowledge and understanding, it is only partially adequate, since there is no discussion at all on the Buddha's enlightenment.



Sticky Note

Answer needs to focus on his life experiences and not only on the four sights



Sticky Note

This is good practice - evaluating the strength and weakness of any argument presented.







Sticky Note

The answer focuses here on the Buddha's life experiences.







Sticky Note

The answer is awarded L5 - it is an adequate answer with relevant arguments on both sides. However, the response needs to be more detailed to attain the higher levels.
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3. (a) Examine the main features of Buddhist monastic life. [30]


(b) Assess the view that Buddhist monastic life is selfish. [15]
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Q.3 (a) Examine the main features of Buddhist monastic life. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 


 It is a community which focuses on gaining enlightenment; 


 It is a community which supports the lay community e.g. providing 
education, health care; 


 It is a community supported by the lay community receiving food, alms; 


 It has different levels of commitment and candidates could focus on the 
ordination ceremony; 


 Codes of conduct - the Ten precepts; 


 Daily life of a bhikkhu. 
 
 (b) Assess the view that Buddhist monastic life is selfish. [AO1 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  For 


 It is a lifestyle which focuses entirely on the self; 


 Rejection of family and other commitments; 


 Personal enlightenment is the goal; 


 Could be argued that monastic lifestyle takes advantage of the lay 
community e.g.  Handle money for monks and nuns; 


 Offering food on the alms round/donations of toiletries, 
medicines/transport and administration tasks. 


 
  Against 


 Monastic lifestyle is a community lifestyle; 


 Lifestyle helps others in the quest for enlightenment; 


 Could be argued that the lifestyle gives a lot back into the community e.g. 


 Classes on meditation; 


 Offering advice; 


 A chance to earn kamma; 


 Opportunity to offer dana; 


 An example in the quest for enlightenment; 


 Educational social action; 


 Instruction in the scriptures. 
 
  








Sticky Note

Answer immediately focuses on the Question.



Sticky Note

Variety of ways in which puja is practiced are explored and explained.







Sticky Note

This is a detailed and relevant answer focusing on the question.It shows very good knowledge and understanding of the ways in which puja is practiced.







Sticky Note

Answer shows understanding of the different ways of meditating within Buddhism.



Sticky Note

The answer is given L7 - it is a full and relevant answer in the time allowed. It focuses on the question and shows knowledge and understanding of both puja and meditation.







Sticky Note

The answer needs to focus more on comparing the importance of puja and meditation as ways to enlightenment. 







Sticky Note

The answer is given L5 - relevant arguments are presented on both sides. However, the reasoning needs to be more detailed in order to achieve the higher levels.
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1. (a) Explain the importance of the four sights and the enlightenment in the life of the 
Buddha. [30]


 (b) ‘The Buddha’s experiences led him to a very pessimistic view of the world.’
  Assess this view. [15]
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